NEWSLETTER
3rd December 2021

My command is this: Love each other as I have loved
you. Greater love has no one than this: to lay down
one’s life for one’s friends (John 15: 12-13)

our Christian Theme this
half-term is
ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS
The long journey to Bethlehem (Luke 2.1-5)

Today we invited the parents of Hedgehogs
Thank you again to all the Reception parents
who came into school last Friday to help
plant a tree sapling. It was a very wet
morning and they warmed up afterwards
inside with some tree craft and paper chain
making.
We, currently, have 15 Reception children
and we were supplied with 15 tree saplings
by the Woodlands Trust to commemorate
The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee in 2022.

class to attend our Friday Celebration
Assembly.
Thank you to all those that attended and we
hope you enjoyed seeing all our children
celebrating their successes!
Mrs Kemp apologises for not being with you,
she was on an important training course.

On Tuesday night some Christmas Elves
visited the school hall and worked their

Worship Group

magic to decorate a lovely real

Thank you to everyone who donated

Thank you to Claire Curtis for donating

items for the Worhip Group’s collection

the tree to our school and to Mr

via The Reverse Advent Calendar.

McConnell and Mr Fuller for cutting

As you can see the collection was a great
success and all the donated items were
collected by The Dengie Food Pantry who
have sent their thanks for our fantastic
efforts.

Thank you again for supporting the
Worship Group in this worthy cause.

Christmas Tree.

down and delivering it. Thank you, also,
to Mr Carr for supplying the sand to
hold the tree in place.

The beautiful decorations representing
each class were very skilfully made by Mrs
McConnell and we thank you for these
which will be treasured for many years to
come.

All the children were very excited when
they saw the tree and all the other
decorations that they had made!

Last week the PTFA organised a raffle to
raise funds for the school
The prize was £50 in Vouchers.
The lucky winner was Mrs Jardine with
number 43.
To ensure you do not miss out, please
make sure you follow them on their
Facebook page.

On Thursday the whole school enjoyed
the Pantomime Dick Whittington
performed by Chaplins Pantos4Kids
The Messy Church’s Holy Family

Chaplinspantos.co.uk

st

started their journey on 1 December
2021. They stay with the host family
who passes it on each morning to the
next family to stay the night until
they arrive at Christ Church on
Christmas Eve.
We were delighted that Latchingdon C
of E Primary School hosted the family
for their first night’s stay.
The children were very excited to be
hosting the family and made sure they
were safe for their time with us.

Thank you to the PTFA for funding this
event which was very much enjoyed by
all!
“Oh no it wasn’t.! Oh Yes it was!”

The Bridge SEND Bulletin
Connecting Families, Young People
and Services Together
Essex County Council want to make it as easy as
possible for families to keep up to date and
informed about news or information in their
Local Area. This pilot bulletin has been created
to support families and young people with SEND
and put helpful information into one place from
across Health, Education and Care.

A FREE Burnham On Crouch High Street Christmas
trail launches this week. Families will be given 10
locations to visit to find the festive creatures who
are all vying to fly with the jolly man himself!
Between 1 December and 31 December, each
location will feature a large image in the window
with a unique QR code to scan. Once scanned,
families will be given instructions on how to play,
the area map and a link to see the character in
augmented reality with hilarious selfie
opportunities! Once the trail is completed, families
will be able to vote on who they think should win
the spot in Santa’s team and they can download the
conclusion to the story as a free, illustrated eBook.

The Vine Schools Trust
Passport 2021-2022
Well done to Daisy from Red Squirrels class
who has completed the Let’s get Cooking Zone
on this year’s Vine Schools Trust Passport.
Today, during our Celebration Assembly, she
received a Certificate and Badge.
Well done Daisy!

Families will also be able to enter a national
competition to win a Nintendo Switch when they
complete the trail (one family is guaranteed to
win). The winner will be picked at random from all
entrants from all participating locations.
Visit Burnham On Crouch – High Street Safari for further
details.

Thank you to Miss Furley and Mrs Pease

Harmless Support Services

who have arranged for the children of
Latchingdon C of E Primary to be recorded

Harmless can offer support to young people

singing two songs which will be played on

and families regarding bereavement, self-

Chelmer Radio.

harm and if they are in crisis.
Please visit Harmless

Please tune into the Breakfast Show on
Chelmer Radio on 13th December 2021 at
7.40am when the two songs are scheduled
to be played in full.
Chelmer Radio have also scheduled short
bursts of the songs, so they get regular
play from 1st December 2021.

Tree Festival
Thank you to Mrs Kemp, Mrs Fuller and
A celebration of advent
Monday 6th December 3.30pm

Mrs McConnell who have decorated a
tree, on behalf of Latchingdon C of E
Primary School PTFA, at the Burnham

Latchingdon Village Hall

Christmas Tree Festival.

They have Angels, Christmas tree cards,

All the trees can be viewed at the

Wisemen puppets, Crowns, Nativity
scenes and Baubles to make.
They have requested that you bring
along pictures that remind you of
Christmas that can be used, about the
size of your mobile phone showing family
pictures, events, food, decorations,
pressies, Nativity, family traditions.
They will be finishing the session with a
Christmas buffet to share.
Messy Church is free for everyone and is
run on donations.
They are looking forward to seeing all
their Messy Church families.

.

following times.

RED SQUIRRELS

FOXES

Red Squirrels Class are reading, 'The

In RE, this term, Foxes have been

Gingerbread Man' story this week so we had

learning about the Islamic religion and

to make gingerbread men! Luckily, ours didn't

how Muslims believe in Allah. As part of

run away so we got to eat them!

their learning, they worked

Year One children wrote instructions about
how to make gingerbread as part of their
Literacy lesson.

collaboratively to create a version of the
'5 pillars of Islam'. They considered how
each of the pillars related to their own
life. The Foxes were very proud of their
completed projects.

.

Please see our website for full details of

Reception admissions
.

Dates to remember. Details of any events will
be sent out nearer the time.

for academic year
starting in September
2022
The primary school (Reception)
admission round opens on Monday 8
November 2021, for parents of

children to apply for a Reception school
place for the academic year that starts
in September 2022.

AUTUMN TERM
December 2021
7th Dec – Christmas Church Service – Christ Church
10th Dec – Santa Dash (virtual event)
10th Dec – Christmas Decoration Afternoon & KS2
Singing
13th Dec – KS2 Drama - 3.30pm Performance
13th Dec – KS2 Drama - 4.45pm Performance
14th Dec – KS1 Nativity – 2pm Performance
15th Dec – KS1 Nativity – 9am Performance
15th Dec – Christmas Dinner (book by 2/12/21)
16th Dec – PTFA – Christmas Raffle Draw
17th Dec – Last day of Autumn Term
20th Dec to 31st Dec – CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY

The statutory national closing date for
applications is 15 January 2022.
From 8 November 2021, applications
can be made online
via www.essex.gov.uk/admissions. 99%
of parents in Essex applied online last
year.
Primary Schools brochure (2022 to 2023)
Essex County Council Primary School
brochure for Mid Essex (2022 to 2023)
All the application information is available on

SPRING TERM
January 2022
3rd Jan – BANK HOLIDAY
4th Jan – First day of Spring Term
5th Jan – Visit from Petting Zoo
13th Jan – Cross Country –Burnham Primary School KS2
14th Jan – Foxes – 10am Celebration Assembly
21st Jan – Otters – 10am Celebration Assembly
28th Jan – Badgers – 10am Celebration Assembly
February 2022
14th Feb to 18th Feb – HALF TERM HOLIDAY
March 2022
3rd March – World Book Day – Dress-Up
14th March to 18th March – Book Week
April 2022
4th April to 18th April – EASTER HOLIDAY

the websites above.

If you are interested in your child
attending Latchingdon C of E Primary
School from September 2022 and
missed our tour dates, then please do
not hesitate to contact the School
Office on 01621 740328 to arrange a
mutual convenient time to view our
school.

SUMMER TERM
May 2022
2nd May – BANK HOLIDAY
5th May – World Maths Day
9th May to 13th May – Year 6 SATS
30TH May to 3rd June – HALF TERM HOLIDAY
June 2022
6th June – NON-PUPIL DAY
July 2022
11th July to 15th July – Science Week
20th, 21st July – NON-PUPIL DAYS
22nd July – START SUMMER HOLIDAY

Please note that the school has only
one line for incoming calls the number
is:
01621 740328

Headteacher Stickers
This week Mrs Kemp has given Headteacher
Stickers to the following children:
Ethan – Otters
George – Badgers
Lola – Badgers
Tom – Badgers

(As the school has two outgoing lines if you miss a call

Jamie – Badgers

from us, please use the above number to return the call)

Sienna – Badgers
Riley – Badgers
Mollie – Badgers
Adele – Badgers
Louis – Badgers
Skylar – Badgers

Letters sent home / info on website

Lily – Mae - Badgers

for
w/e 3rd December 2021
The following letters have been sent out and/or put
on the school website (under Key Information/
Information Hub/ Letters Home).
•

LETTER TO PARENTS DRAMA CLUB
MEMBERS: Tickets for Drama Performances
13/12/21 - 3.30pm & 4.45pm (issued 29/11/21)

•

LETTER TO PARENTS KS1: Tickets for Nativity
14/12/21 – 2pm & 15/12/21 9am (issued
30/11/21)

•

RISK ASSESSMENT & ACTION PLAN:
Latchingdon (wef Sept 21 – updated 30/11/21)

•

PTFA: Christmas Raffle – Draw 16/12/21 (issued
1/12/21)

•

BURNHAM: Santa Needs You Trail – 1/12/21 to
31/12/21

•

MEGA CAMPS: Flyer

•

LETTER TO PARENTS YRS 1-6: Gym Club
4/1/22 to 8/2/22 (issued 1/12/21)

•

LETTER TO ALL PARENTS: Santa Dash &
Christmas Decoration Afternoon – 10/12/21 2pm
(dated 3/12/21)

Santa dash
10 December 2021
th

PLEASE SEND YOUR CHILD/REN IN
WITH A FESTIVE HAT!

Spring term 2022
Our new topic for the Spring Term 2022
will be:

“Around the World in 80 Days”
As part of this theme we are delighted
that a “Petting Zoo” will be visiting the
school on 5th January 2022.
A letter regarding this will be issued next
week and we will be asking for a small
donation to cover the costs.
Thank you in advance for your continued
co-operation.

Attendance – w/e 3/12/21
The winning class for the week ending 3rd
December 2021 is Foxes class.

Year
R / 1(Red Squirrels)
1 / 2 (Hedgehogs)
3 / 4 (Foxes)
4 / 5 (Otters)
5 / 6 (Badgers)
Whole School

Attendance %
97.45%
92.67%
98.15%
96.9%
90.55%
95.14%

Each Friday we hold a raffle for all pupils in
school, on time all week. This week the
raffle was drawn and the winning pupil was
Finley from Badgers class.

Stars of the Week – w/e 3/12/21
Year
R / 1(Red Squirrels)

Name
Archie-John &
Umar

1 / 2 (Hedgehogs)
3 / 4 (Foxes)

Ruby & Sawyer

4 / 5 (Otters)

Poppy, Amelia &
Scarlett-Rose
Mollie & Laila-Bo

5 / 6 (Badgers)

Catalina & LaceyMai

Star Writers – w/e 3/12/21
R
1
3
4
5

/
/
/
/
/

Year
1(Red Squirrels)
2 (Hedgehogs)
4 (Foxes)
5 (Otters)
6 (Badgers)

Name
Bonnie
Molly
Bella-Rose
Adora
Charlie W

The Government expects our attendance to be
96%.
If your child is not in school, please remember to

Good Manners – w/e 3/12/21

phone each morning before 9 am and leave a
message. We must have a reason to enable us
to authorise the absence and to notify the
Department of Education if it is COVID
related.
If you receive a text message, please contact

R
1
3
4
5

/
/
/
/
/

Year
1(Red Squirrels)
2 (Hedgehogs)
4 (Foxes)
5 (Otters)
6 (Badgers)

the school to explain the absence. If we do not

Name
Rory & Rhys
Freddie & Humza

James & Edith
Lillie & Daniel
Lily-Mae &
Laila-Bo

hear from you telephone calls will be made.
Safeguarding requires the school to know why a
child is not in school. Every child legally has to
attend school and parents/carers have a duty to

Lunch Time Stars – w/e 3/12/21
Alexia – Badgers

notify the school.

Lily-Mae - Badgers

Well done to all these children.

Reading Challenge – w/e 3/12/21
Year

Each week the Friday Assembly is led
by members of Badgers Class. This
week’s leaders were Tom, Lilyrose &
Eliza.

R
1
3
4
5

/
/
/
/
/

1(Red Squirrels)
2 (Hedgehogs)
4 (Foxes)
5 (Otters)
6 (Badgers)

% children
reading at
home regularly
50%
50%
79%
73%
80%

Essex Libraries Services will be launching their Winter Reading Challenge on Saturday 27
November 2021 and they would love to invite all our children to take part.
All families need to do is visit their local library, sign up and collect one of their exclusive
giant bookmarks, which will be stamped with a special woodland creature stamp for each book
they read. The aim is to read six books over the winter period and receive a large golden star
on completion of the challenge.
Everyone who signs up will be entered into a prize draw with a chance to win some fantastic
prizes. These include Love Essex goodie bags, signed books from authors Catherine Emmett,
Vassiliki Tzomaka and Emma Beswetherick and days out with Explore Essex, Essex Outdoors
and the Wilderness Foundation. Full details of the prize draw can be found on their website.
Families can take part at any point from 27 November 2021 – 19 February 2022.
Children will join the Animals of Snowy Wood where Connie the fox and her friends will help
Fraser the squirrel to get a good night sleep. Please encourage your child/ren to sign up at any
Essex Library and fall in love with reading this winter.
Watch the start of Fraser's story on YouTube channel. They will also be telling more of
Fraser's story every week via their social media platforms so follow on Twitter and like on
Facebook to find out what the animals of Snowy Wood get up to and if Fraser can finally get a
good night’s sleep.

If you are interested, then please see the School Website under
Information Hub / Letters Home to access any links.

Our winter months can be difficult for many of us in terms of our emotional
wellbeing and our mental health. Shorter days and a drop in temperature can cause
us to feel the need to sleep longer, stay indoors and have an increased appetite for
‘comfort’ foods.
This is important, as the research is telling us, that most of us are affected by
seasons changing in some way and it is normal to feel a bit sluggish in the winter. If
this is happening to us as adults, we must not forget the impact on children, young
people, and their families too.
As we continue through winter it is a good idea to think about the simple things we
can do to look after our emotional wellbeing and mental health. Here is some advice
recommended and endorsed by the Charity Mind.
1.

Connect with people. Connecting with other people has lots of benefits.
Talking through things that are worrying you can be helpful; sharing
whatever it is can help you feel supported and listened to.

2.

Make the most of natural light. Get outdoors when you can to take the
opportunity to be exposed to natural light as much as possible.

3.

Maintain your exercise routines. While you may not feel like it at the time,
physical activity can be very effective in lifting your mood and increasing
your energy levels. It doesn’t have to be anything particularly strenuous and
doing something outside in a green space, such as the park or the
countryside, has been shown to be especially helpful.

4.

Eat well. A healthy diet is also important, with plenty of fresh fruit and
vegetables. Some people find that taking extra vitamin B12 or a Vitamin D
supplement is also helpful.

If you are interested, then please see the School Website under
Information Hub / Letters Home to access any links.

WE
NEED
YOU!
The Vine Schools Trust is a multi-academy trust responsible for 23 primary schools
across 460 parishes in Essex.
We are actively seeking volunteers from a wide range of professional backgrounds
to join our experienced Dengie Local Schools Governing Board (LSB), responsible
for local governance in two of our schools:

•

Latchingdon Church of England Primary School

•

St Cedd’s Church of England Primary School

•
The role of an LSB member is really important in supporting the strategic direction
of our schools. The role is challenging but it is rewarding to know that you have
really contributed to the education of the pupils and the schools as a whole.
Your commitment would be to attend two meetings per term plus any training
sessions. The meetings take place via Microsoft Teams at the moment due to
Covid-19 restrictions. Outside of these meetings, you would be very welcome to
attend as a guest at school events and on visits to see the schools in action.
There is no payment for the role (other than claiming expenses), but there is
immense satisfaction to be gained by contributing to the education of young people
in our community. We very much appreciate the time given so willingly by our LSB
members.
If you are interested in registering your interest or finding out more about the
role, please contact our Governance Lead, Tosca Boothman
tosca.boothman@dcvst.org

